
Workshop	  Descriptions	  
	  

Friday, March 7, 7pm @ Kate Buchanan Room 
KEYNOTE PRESENTATION: Andrea Lee Smith (INCITE!) 
“This year HSU celebrates 100 years of the colonization of Wiyot land. Posters depict white 
fraternities and tennis clubs with no mention of the indigenous people whose genocide paved 
the way for HSU, who began by building Founder's Hall on sacred burial ground.” Drawing 
from her work around violence against indigenous womyn in America, Andrea Smith of 
INCITE! Women of Color Against Violence will help us put local colonization in a greater 
context.  
 
Workshop Session I: 10:00-11:30 
Know Your Rights in Front of the Police 
Finding Resources and Empowerment through Education, F.R.E.E., is an activist group at 
HSU that advocates for the well being of AB 540 students, marginalized communities, and 
under-represented immigrant communities in the Humboldt Area, since 2010. We invite you to 
learn more about this non-profit organization and how to be an ally for immigrant communities 
in the Humboldt Area. Come and learn more about this club and how to become a member or 
a volunteer. 
 
Overlapping Forms of Maltreatment: A Community Survey 
Reaching out to local organizations in human services and animal welfare, the goal of this 
community project is to survey what knowledge of the link of abuse there is, what do service 
providers need to include in their intakes to identify all forms of neglect, and how a 
multidisciplinary, collaborative approach can ensure a more effective means of providing a 
safety plan that is inclusive of all family survivors of violence including pets and farm animals. 
These questions will be used to measure the validity and effectiveness of the visual power 
point presentation and provide data to community partners about the need for continued 
public awareness on the interwoven aspects of abuse and neglect. It will also encourage 
discussion of ideas of how providers of human services and animal welfare can collaborate to 
meet the needs of Humboldt County communities. 
 
Beyond the Non-Profit Industrial Complex 
The U.S. non-profit sector is a $1.3 trillion industry, with over 1.5 million organizations having 
tax-exempt 501(c)(3) status. Andrea Smith, co-editor of "The Revolution Will Not Be Funded", 
will explore the history of this industry that has been used by the state to co-opt grassroots 
resistance and convert organizers into career activists, as well as discussing grassroots 
oriented fundraising for collective liberation. 
 
The Aesthetics of Resistance: Graffiti as Art & History 
Based on a framework of cultural resistance, this presentation will argue that urban graffiti 
represents a unique aesthetics of resistance. History and art are combined to capture the 
expression of oppressed communities. Through the analysis of photographs from Barcelona, 
Catalonia (Spain) and Las Cruces, Nuevo Mexico (USA), the presenter will argue that graffiti 
represents a unique medium to analyze how communities resist invisibility and lack of spaces 
for artistic expression. Art in public spaces challenges the ideas of who owns art and who is 
an artist. 



 
Breaking Down the Power of Images 
Billions of dollars are spent annually for marketing and advertising corporate and political 
propaganda that helps to keep the masses of people a sleep and unaware of the injustices 
practiced by those in power, how they profit from the suffering of others and the destruction of 
our earth mother. We explore the use of public art in actively informing the masses with 
messages of education, justice and revolution; public art belongs to the public and we as 
public artists have a responsibility to that public. ask yourselves: how can we make art that 
benefits the people? 
 
Decolonizing Our Diets 
A look and critique of the detrimental effects of the Standard American Diet on the health 
(physical and emotional)of people of color, specifically Mexico and Central America. What are 
these concepts and how can we apply them successfully? 
 
Saturday, March 8, 11:45am @ Kate Buchanan Room 
KEYNOTE PRESENTATION: David Stovall “Struggling for Justice in Troubling Times: 
Education, Community Engagement, Critical Hope” 
At the current moment school districts across the country are being bombarded with high-
stakes testing and other accountability measures that ensure that those with the least will 
receive even less. However, students, parents, teachers, and community members have not 
taken this lying down. In the search for justice in relation to their communities, a new trend is 
taking form in urban centers. Justice, as best defined by those who have experienced 
injustice is central to this new development. In looking towards the future, much can be 
learned from those currently participating in this movement. 

 

Workshop Session II: 1:30-3:00 
Deferred Action for Early Childhood (D.A.C.A.) 
F.R.E.E.'s goal is to provide resources for groups of people who are marginalized within 
Humboldt County. In particular the undocumented community is one of the most 
underrepresented groups not only in the area but nation while. Certain youth who were 
brought to the United States as young children may be eligible for Deferred Action for 
Childhood Arrivals (DACA), which is temporary relief from removal from the county 
(deportation), and for employment authorization (work permits). FREE will be going through 
the requirements and set up appointments with attorneys at no cost! 
 
Fueling Stamina & Sustainability in Activism Through a Bonded & Emphatic Group 
Spare Change is a group of teenagers who work 6-8 hours a week for justice in reproductive 
rights and sexual health, balancing their activism with high school, college prep, 
extracurricular, religious, family and social commitments. Spare Change Coordinators and 
members will share their experience of creating and maintaining a healthy, bonded activist 
group. Spare Change youth will lead physical, empathy-building activities with Social Justice 
Summit participants to demonstrate techniques used within the group and with other high 
schoolers in classrooms and at performances. Spare Change will share how social justice can 
be advanced through the building of a strong group, and how to use the group to continually 
widen the circle of empathy and compassion in the larger world. 



 
Organizing with F.R.E.E. 
The word resistance is meaningful to FREE because we want to help resist oppression that 
our undocumented brothers and sisters are faced with. We help AB 540 students (undocu 
students) and other members of the community apply for the Deferred Action for Childhood 
Arrivals, which grants undocu-high school students, undocu-high school graduates, and 
undocu-GED recipients the opportunity to apply for a safe status of not being deported out of 
this country for two years, apply for a ss number, and a state drivers lincense. FREE also 
resists the fact that the nearest immigration attorney is in the Bay Area, so once a year in the 
spring we connect the people in the community for a chance to connect with probono services 
by organizing a meeting with lawyers to give free immigration advise. FREE strives for many 
changes, and we believe that everyone should have an equal opportunity to a higher educat 
 ion to empower others in our community. 
 
The Tribal Justice Movement: Past & Present 
Description: Presenters will offer a historical and current overview of American Indian Tribal 
Activism. Through the use of film, PowerPoint, traditional song, language, etc., presenters will 
explore efforts and activism of addressing Tribal identity, stereotypes, health care, 
sovereignty, repatriation, ceremonial access and practices, traditional and contemporary art, 
and language. 
 
Local Resistance: A Strategy to Gain Immigrant Rights 
Immigrant communities continue to push for basic human rights:  legalization, full labor rights, 
a stop to the deportations.  One of the most effective strategies to achieve these rights has 
been to organize, and resist, at local levels. Based on her personal involvement in these 
efforts, Renee will discuss ways in which immigrant communities have resisted racist laws 
and policies through local campaigns and policy changes. 
 
Praxis in Ethnic Studies: Transforming Second Sight into Critical Consciousness 
Dr. Cammarota’s presentation will focus on a youth participatory action research (YPAR) 
program called the Social Justice Education Project (SJEP) that fostered young people of 
color’s critical consciousness. Their critical consciousness emerged through praxis 
(reflection/action) while focusing on preserving ethnic studies in Tucson, Arizona.  Because 
the SJEP home was in ethnic studies, the youth also struggled to keep their program alive. 
The Arizona Department of Education claimed the program bred “radicals” who wanted to 
overthrow the government and therefore lobbied the state legislature to ban K-12 ethnic 
studies in public schools.  In January 2012, the ban went into effect, shutting down ethnic 
studies classes as well as the SJEP. Young people’s qualitative research on their struggle led 
to action to save the education that gave them hope for a more equitable and just world. 
 
Hermanas Unidas Spring Play 
A student production that talks about Latin@ life experiences. In the previous years it has 
been called Latinologues, but this year we will be calling it HaU Spring Play because the play 
will consist of a variety of skits. We will be having monologues from the famous Latinologues 
volumes. This year's monologues include The Janitor, The Waiter, The Virgin of the Bronx, 
and The Border Crosser. The play will also include skits from the Awkward and 
Undocumented series. Episodes 1, 7,9, and 12 will be acted out along with an original 
monologues written, directed, and acted out but a current HSU student. This play's purpose is 



to bring awareness of the issues Latin@s face all over the nation but through a comedic 
approach. The play will follow a Q&A at the end for actors and directors. 
 
Workshop Session III: 1:30-4:30 
I Rename Me: Poetic Resistance 
In this poetry writing workshop, we will use our names as the jumping off point to which we 
will dive into a creative exploration of our past experiences, backgrounds, cultures, etc. We 
will spend the first half of the workshop exploring different creative writing exercises from re-
inventing the "I am" poem to focused exercises that draw upon your heightened awareness of 
language, experience, sound, expression, and the world around you. The second half of the 
workshop focuses on, well, WORKSHOP!  We will share our poems we've crafted from the 
first half of class and workshop them as a group, providing each other supportive, 
constructive feedback, suggestions, and *snaps!* In this workshop, we'll question, meditate 
on, struggle through, connect, recreate, and above all things play with language. 
 
Murals: A Powerful Weapon in the Hands of the Oppressed 
A hands-on mural making workshop 
 
Q-Fest: How to Survive a Plague Film Screening & Discussion 
This is the story of how activism and innovation turned AIDS from a death sentence into a 
manageable condition. Despite having no scientific training, these self made activists 
infiltrated the pharmaceutical industry and helped identify promising new drugs, moving them 
from experimental trials to patients in record time. Faced with their own mortality, an 
improbable group of mostly HIV---positive young men and women broke the mould as radical 
warriors taking on Washington and the medical establishment. 
 
Let Em Hear Ya Coming Film Screening & Discussion 
Let Em Hear Ya Coming will highlight the development and work of the party as a whole and 
in particular the Oakland, CA Chapter. This film is for the most part a display of 
“confrontational politics”. A tactic created by the party’s chief theoretician General T.A.C.O., 
as a means to heighten the contradictions of KKKapitalist oppression and organize the people 
by capturing their imagination. This film was edited and produced by Earl Black Productions 
and the African Inter-Communal News Service. 
 
Workshop Session IV: 3:15-4:45 
CHECK IT: It’s What We Do 
It's time to address the violence affecting our campus community, to CHECK IT, and create a 
visible presence at HSU. With students of all gender identities experiencing dating violence, 
sexual assault, and stalking during college, we will all witness messed up moments, at one 
point or another. THE GOOD NEWS: Every potential moment of harm, within the presence of 
others, is also a CHECK IT moment. A time we can actually watch out for one another. A time 
we can prevent harm and establish a culture where if we see something that isn't quite right, 
we CHECK IT and make clear violence is not okay. Join us for conversations about ways we 
can "CHECK IT" and realistically disrupt acts of harm we may witness. The training works to 
provide us with multiple tools and resources for CHECKing IT. By exploring multiple forms of 
intervention, including distract, delegate, and direct methods, CHECK IT highlights the 
importance of working with our barriers, not ignoring them, and finding response strategies 
that match our personalities and communication styles. 



 
Slow Violence 
Have you ever thought of yourself as being a target of slow violence? Want to deconstruct our 
social systems in order to understand how power plays keep the poor and people of color 
suppressed and controlled? Let’s re-construct our society in a way that is horizontal. Unequal 
power systems are at play, where's the environmental justice? 
 
School to Prison Pipeline 
The "school to prison pipeline" refers to institutional practices that push children out of the 
education system and into the American criminal justice system at a young age, targeting 
those who live in poverty or with disabilities. We will examine zero tolerance policies, on 
campus police, disciplinary continuation schools and of course, an underfunded public school 
system and their role in putting punishment before education. F.R.E.E. will present as trained 
by the ACLU, a major force in the struggle against the school to prison pipeline. 
 
 
A Dialogue with David Stovall 
A more in-depth discussion about his earlier keynote 
 
 


